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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, ETRN, XF, LE, SY 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO ROME AIRPORT MASSACRE 

SUMMARY: LEBANESE AND LOCAL PALESTINIANS GENERALLY REVOLTED 
AT ROME AIRPORT ATTACK, AND EVEN FEDAYEEN EXPRESSIONS OF CONDEMNA- 
TION APPEAR CARRY SOME RING OF SINCERITY. END SUMMARY. 

1. LEBANESE PUBLIC AND OFFICIAL REACTION TO DEC. 17 MASSACRE AT 
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ROME AIRPORT IS ONE OF UNIVERSAL DISMAY AND REVULSION, WITH MANY OF 
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OUR CONTACTS OPENLY DESCRIBING IT AS "FILTHY ", "SHAMEFUL" AND 
SERIOUS SETBACK FOR ARAB CAUSE AND IMAGE IN FOREIGN EYES. LOCAL 
PALESTINIANS WITH WHOM WE IN TOUCH-INCLUDING SOME WITH FEDAYEEN 
CONNECTIONS OR PRO-FED A YF.EN SYMPATHIES-EXPRESSING SIMILAR VIEWS, 
WITH A FEW GOING SO FAR AS TO BLAME PLO LEADERSHIP FOR NOT DOING 
MORE TO SEEK OUT AND PUNISH "INSANE" ELEMENTS RESPONSIBLE. BELIEF 
IS WIDESPREAD THAT ROME ATTACK AND SUBSEQUENT LUFTHANSA HIJACKING 
WERE DESIGNED POISON ATMOSPHERE AT GENEVA PEACE TALKS ORIGINALLY 
SCHEDULED BEGIN DEC. 18. LOCAL PRESS REACTION (SEPTEL) GENERALLY 
RUNS ALONG SIMILAR LINES. 

2. OFFICIAL GOL ATTITUDE WAS VOICED DEC. 18 BY TRANSPORT MINISTER 
FOUAD GHOSN WHO, IN PUBLICLY JUSTIFYING GOVT'S POLICY OF NOT PER- 
MITTING HIJACKED PLANES TO LAND AT BEIRUT AIRPORT, TOOK OCCASION TO 
" CONDEMN THIS ACT (ROME MURDERS ) WHICH IS JUSTIFIED NEITHER IN 
TERMS OF HUMANITY NOR IN TERMS OF PALESTINIAN CAUSE". (HAD 
LUFTHANSA PLANE SOMEHOW MANAGED TO LAND HERE, WE UNDERSTAND 
LEBANESE SECURITY OFFICIALS PLANNED TO ASSULT AIRCRAFT AND KILL OR 
CAPTURE HIJACKERS AT ANY COST.) ONLY OTHER NOTABLE COMMENT CAME 
FROM "PROGRESSIVE" LEADER KAMAL JUMBLATT, WHO CONDEMNED ROME 
MASSACRE AS "GRAVE ACT OF BARBARISM WHICH VIOLATES BASIC PRINCIPLE 
OF RESPECT FOR LIVES OF INNOCENT TRAVELERS". 

3. FEDAYEEN REACTION: "ARAFAT, IN DAMASCUS DEC. 17 TO MEET 
PRES. ASSAD, WAS QUOTED AS EXPRESSING "CONTEMPT" OVER ROME 
ATTACK, WHILE FATAH'S SALAH KHALAF PUBLICLY CONDEMNED IT FOR 
TAKING INNOCENT LIVES AND BEING HARMFUL TO PALESTINIAN CAUSE. 
OFFICIAL PLO STATEMENT EXPRESSING SAME SENTIMENTS AND DENYING 
AND CONNECTION WITH ROME INCIDENT WAS ISSUED HERE SAME DAY 
(BIS M171858). PLO (WAFA) DAILY BULLETIN DEC. 17 AND 18 TOOK 

PAINS TO DISSOCIATE FEDAYEEN MOVEMENT FROM "MURDER OF INNOCENT 
PEOPLE AT ROME", CONDEMNING ENTIRE AFFAIR AS " CONSPIRATORIAL ACT 
AIMED AT DISTORTING TRUE PICTURE OF PALESTINE REVOLUTION" AND 
UNCHARACTERISTIC OF "HUMANITARIAN ATTITUDES SHOWN BY PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE THROUGHOUT HISTORY". PDFLP ISSUED TWO STATEMENTS OF ITS 
OWN CONDEMNING "THIS DIRTY, CRIMINAL AND UNJUSTIFIED ACT WHICH 
CONSTITUTES GRAVE INJURY TO PALESTINIAN CAUSE." SA'IQA HAS ALSO 
PUBLICLY CONDEMNED ROME ATTACK (ALTHOUGH TO BEST OUR KNOWLEDGE 
DAMASCUS RADIO AND SARG SPOKESMEN HAVE MADE NO COMMENT AT 
ALL). ON DEC. 18 ARAFAT REPORTEDLY SENT CABLE OF CONDOLENCES TO 
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MOROCCO'S KING HASSAN IN WHICH HE CONDEMNED OPERATION AS 
"IMMORAL" AND "PERPETRATED... BY OUTSIDERS WHO TRYING DISTORT 
OUR NATION'S STRUGGLE BY MURDERING INNOCENT PEOPLE". WE ALSO 
UNDERSTAND PLO DELEGATION VISITED ITALIAN EMBASSY AT DAMASCUS 
DEC. 18 TO EXTEND PLO EX COMM'S CONDOLENCES. 

4. COMMENT: ABOVE FEDAYEEN REACTION, ESPECIALLY EFFORT TO 
DISCLAIM PLO CONNECTION WITH AND RESPONSIBILITY FOR ROME 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 

TERRORISTS, IS WHAT WE HAVE COME TO EXPECT FROM FEDAYEEN 
SPOKESMEN FOLLOWING INCIDENTS OF THIS KIND. ON THIS OCCASION, 

HOWEVER, FEDAYEEC EXPRESSIONS OF REGRET AND CONDEMNATION APPEAR 
CARRY GREATER RING OF SINCERITY THAN USUAL. IT ALSO NOTEWORTHY 
THAT PFLP, WHICH FOR SOME TIME PAST HAS BEEN QUICK TO CMNDEMN 
AND DENY CONNECTION WITH TERRORIST ACTS AGAINST INTERNATIONAL 
AVIATION, HAS THIS TIME REMAINED SILENT-EXCEPT FOR HAB ASH'S HARD- 
LINE, ANTI-PEACE CONFERENCE SPEECH OF DEC 17 (BEIRUT 14362). 

DECON 12/19/74. 

BUFFUM 
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